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Point-In-Time Count 
The Point-in-Time Count is a  s na ps hot of home le s s ne s s , ca pturing a  like ly unde rcount of 

how ma ny pe ople a re  e xpe rie ncing home le s s ne s s  on a  give n night. Ne va da s a w a 
13.2% incre a s e  in its unhous e d popula tion from 10,105 in 2024 to 11,437 in 2026. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

  

   
   

How Does Homelessness Begin? 
THE BROADER 

PICTURE 
The s e  pa thwa ys  de mons tra te  

tha t  home le s s ne s s  doe s n’t  

occur in  is o la tion  a nd  tha t  

pe op le  ca n  move  in to  

home le s s ne s s  a s  a  re s u lt o f  

ga ps  a c ros s  multip le  s ys te ms .  

Our  a b ility to  re s pond  to  

home le s s ne s s  doe s n’t  

ne ce s s a rily  me a n  p rogre s s  in  

the  cond itions  tha t ca us e  

pe op le  to  be come  home le s s  o r  

con tribu te  to  p ro longe d  

home  le  s s ne  s s .  

CAUSES 
P e ople ca n e nte r home le s s ne s s  with a  combina tion of cris is e ve nts 

but the  le a ding ca us e  of home le s s ne s s is a  la ck of a fforda ble 
hous ing 

CRISIS EVENT 

• Loss  of employment 
• Eviction 
• Ris ing rent 
• Family conflict 
• Death  of family/friend  
• Health cha llenges 
• Unexpected financia l 

emergencies  

SYSTEMIC 

• Poverty 
• Sys temic racism 
• Lack of universa l 

hea lthcare 
• Crimina l jus tice 

involvement 
• Fos te r ca re  

involvement 



 Homelessness is Traumatic 
Lack of stable housing can expose people to: 

• Violence 
• Extreme weather 
• Sleep deprivation 
• Constant displacement 
• Criminalization 
• Constant uncertainty of the next moment 

Leading to: 
• Chronic homelessness 
• Worsened physical and mental health 
• Substance use 
• Death 



The Challenge 
New people are entering homelessness faster than our system can help them exit. 

Homelessness itself can create additional barriers as people may lose employment, vital 
documents, personal belongings, or connections to family and support networks. What began as 

a housing crisis can develop into a much more complicated set of challenges requiring 
assistance from multiple systems that becomes more complex the longer someone is 

experiencing homelessness. Expanding Nevada’s homelessness response system without 
addressing underlying conditions will only continue to overwhelm the system. We must look 
beyond building a larger system for managing homelessness to addressing what leads to 

homelessness and how people are entering homelessness in the first place. 



The Housing Problem 
We Can’t Ignore 



 
   

   
  

  
 

 
  

   
 

 
 

Unaffordable & Unavailable 
Over the past six years, Nevada’s had 

the  lowes t amount of ava ilable , 
a ffordable  units in the  country with a 
high percentage of ELI households 

spending more than 50% on hous ing 
cos ts . The  mos t recent da ta  shows 

only 16 units for every 100 
households and 88% of ELI rente rs 

severe ly cos t burdened. This 
de ficiency of over 78,000 homes 

demons tra tes  a  pe rs is tent and 
worsening shortage  of a ffordable 

hous ing for Nevada’s  mos t vulnerable 
rente rs . 



 
  

   
   
   

  

   

   

The Last Five Years 

• The needed wage to afford a two -
bedroom rental rose over 50% 
from $21.83 to $33.33 an  hour  

• Ne vad a’s  na t iona l  ranking  
c lim b e d  from  t he  22nd h ighe  s t  
hous ing  wage  t o  t he  16th 

• Mm inim um wage  worke rs  ne e d  t o  

work 111 hours p e r  we e k, ne arly  

t h re e  fu ll t im e  job s  t o  a ffo rd  a  

t wo -b e d room  re n t a l  



  

   

  
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

  

Shelter is Not Housing 

BENEFITS CHALLENGES 

• Re lie f from the  da nge rs of s le e ping 
outs ide 

• Acce s s  to me a ls & hygie ne fa cilitie s 
• Conne ctions to s e rvice s 
• Reprieve  from extreme wea ther  
• Ca n re duce  the  ne e d for e me rge ncy 

medica l s  e rvices  
• Re duce s  re lia nce on police  inte rve ntion 

• Work s che dule s  & curfe ws 
• P e t re s trictions 
• La ck of priva cy 
• S e pa ra tion of couple s  or fa milie s 
• Negative  pas  t experiences  
• Tra uma a s s ocia te d with ins titutiona l 

s e ttings 
• S ta ffing s horta ge s 



 Unintended 
Consequences 



The Revolving Door 
Street 

Homelessness 

Hospital 

Shelter 

Jail 

Treatment 

Release 

Without an effective pathway back to 
stable housing, people can move from 

one crisis to another increasing the 
risk of chronic homelessness. In 

practice, system fragmentation can 
mean that progress made in one 

setting is undermined by the absence 
of sufficient coordination in the next. 



Breaking the Cycle 

• Developing pathways between systems 

• Stronger collaboration across agencies 

• Clearer transition processes 

• Shared accountability of outcomes 

• Reducing administrative burdens 



Moving Nevada 
Forward 



        
       

          
     

Policy Recommendations 
In 2023, Nevada  proposed SB142, a proposed Homeless Persons’ Bill of Rights , with Sena tor Edgar Flores among the primary sponsors . 
Tha t legis la tion recognized tha t people experiencing homelessness remain members of the ir communities and should be  protected from 

discrimina tion, intimida tion, harassment, and unequa l trea tment. An upda ted cons idera tion of this  e ffort can preserve SB142’s core  civil rights 
principles while  address ing a reas where people  experiencing homelessness remain particula rly vulnerable . 

Housing Behavioral 
Health Healthcare Economic 

Stability 
Justice 
System 

Distinguish between 
attainable housing for 
moderate income and 
affordable housing for 
extremely low income 

households 

Establish measurable 
statewide access 

standards and require 
annual public reporting 

by county and 
population 

Prohibit discharge to 
unsheltered 

homelessness when a 
patient cannot safely 

complete medical 
recovery 

Increase Nevada’s 
minimum wage and 

require annual cost of 
living adjustments 

Establish reentry 
housing vouchers and 

landlord mitigation funds 

Require landlords to 
initiate evictions through 
the court and allow time 

for approved rental 
assistance to be 

processed 

Require public real time 
bed availability 
information and 

establish minimum 
regional detoxification 

capacity 

Require discharge 
planning teams to 
include homeless 
service providers, 
community health 

workers, and people 
with lived experience 

Remove unnecessary 
employment and 

occupational licensing 
barriers related to 
criminal records 

Automatically seal 
records after completed 

statutory waiting 
periods, when charges 
are dismissed, or the 
person is acquitted 



    
   

 
  

   
 

   
  
   

Abandoning the Vacuum 
Homelessness exists within a much larger policy 

landscape  and is often the  result of multiple sys tems 
fa iling to inte rvene  early enough. Homeless  se rvices 
a re  des igned to provide  critica l support and address 

particula r needs  but they can’t control whether a 
person can a fford the ir next place to ca ll home, 
whether hospita ls  have  appropria te  discharge 
planning, whether trea tment has  a recovery 

des tina tion, or whether someone leaving incarcera tion 
has  the resources needed to s ta rt over. 



    
       

   

NVICHH Role 
The Nevada Interagency Council on Homelessness to Housing has statutory authority 
to reques t information, deve lop recommendations , identify legis la tive needs , and hold 
agencies accountable  for coordina ted action. This policy discuss ion can guide  the next 

s tra tegic plan before the  2027 legis la tive sess ion. The Council is authorized to: 

•Collaborate with state and local agencies on their responses to homelessness 
•Promote cooperation among federal, state, and local agencies 
•Develop Nevada’s statewide strategic plan on homelessness 
•Include recommendations for state and local agency action and legislation 
•Update the strategic plan at least once every five years 
•Establish a technical assistance committee 
•Increase awareness of homelessness 
•Submit annual reports to the Governor 
•Submit biennial reports to the Legislature 



Thank You! 
Dr. Catrina: catrina@nevadahomelessalliance.org

Contact Us 
Taisacan: taisacan@nevadahomelessalliance.org 

Nevadahomelessalliance.org 

https://Nevadahomelessalliance.org
mailto:taisacan@nevadahomelessalliance.org
mailto:catrina@nevadahomelessalliance.org
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